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In today’s job market, even
the most well-prepared
young people have a hard

time finding a job. But those
without a high school diploma
and other disadvantages face
even stiffer roadblocks.

In the last year, about 20
young people took their first
step toward overcoming their
challenges with some help
from the Finger Lakes Work-
force Investment Board.

“We try to get them going on
a career path, instead of just
getting a job,” said Karen
Springmeier, executive director
of the group.

Last week, the Finger Lakes
Workforce Investment Board
celebrated the accomplish-
ments of 16 young people who
earned their General Educa-
tional Development degrees
through its various programs.
Roseland Water Park opened
its doors to the participants
and their families.

Young people interested in
the program apply with the
Workforce Investment Board
and can take GED classes at a
several different sites, like
Wayne-Finger Lakes BOCES or
Finger Lakes Community Col-
lege, Springmeier said.

Workforce training is anoth-
er component of the program
and is geared toward meeting
high-demand occupations, like
nursing and HVAC systems.

In addition to GED courses,
counselors refer participants to
other programs to help address
different needs, Springmeier
said. There are driver educa-
tion courses for young people
who don’t have their licenses,
she said, and counselors can
help participants who need
childcare services.

“It’s a holistic approach. Em-
ployment specialists help them
make the connections they
need for them to be successful,”
Springmeier said.

Bloomfield resident Corey
Vanburen said he owes his job
as a full-time janitor at the
Bloomfield School District to
the program.

“Without this program, I
would still be looking for a

part-time job,” Vanburen, 20,
said.

When Vanburen graduated
from high school in 2008, did
not earn a traditional diploma.
On the advice of his sister, he
enrolled in GED classes
through the Workforce Invest-
ment Board. Along the way, he
received the on-the-job train-
ing that led to his current job.

Vanburen said the program
helped him a lot and he would
recommend it to anyone.

“Things are looking good,
I’m paying my bills and every-
thing,” he said.

“Truth is more of a stranger than fiction.” — Mark TwainQUOTABLE
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TODAY’S
BEST BETS
Northeast Model
Helicopter Jamboree:
RAMS Flying Field, 2529
Macedon Center Road,
Macedon, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Friday-Sunday, view world-
class scale and aerobatic
helicopter flights, try flying a
model with an instructor,
free admission and parking,
sponsored by Rochester
Aero Modeling Society,
www.ramsrc.org.
Chicken barbecue
fundraiser: Red Jacket High
School parking lot,
Shortsville, 3:30 p.m., pro-
ceeds benefit Friends of the
Library.
Free Friday picnic: First
Congregational Church of
East Bloomfield, corner of
Route 5 and 20 and South
Avenue, 5-7 p.m., features
hamburgers on a bun, maca-
roni salad, baked beans,
fruited gelatin, dessert, free.
A Summer Showcase:
Kershaw Park Gazebo,
Lakeshore Drive,
Canandaigua, 6:30 p.m.,
musical variety presented by
the Canandaigua
Alumni/Community Band
featuring marches,
Broadway show tunes, nov-
elty tunes, music from
movies, also soloists, trios
and ensembles wit the band
Inspirational, bring own lawn
chair, free, rain location is
Crosswinds Wesleyan
Church, 3350 Middle
Cheshire Road.
It’s My Party: Gazebo on
Main Street (Route 20A),
Honeoye, 7 to 9 p.m., 1960s
girl group, bring lawn
chair/blankets, free, rain
location in Honeoye Central
School auditorium,Allens
Hill Road, sponsored by
Honeoye Public Library.
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Why he’s
in the news
For more than a decade
Joseph Kohler III has been
the Bahamas regional rep-
resentative for Camp Good
Days and Special Times.
He helps sponsor children
from the tropical islands to
attend the camp in
Branchport, Yates County,

which brings kids with can-
cer and other life-threaten-
ing illnesses together, to
have fun and discover they
are not alone.

His background
A Cornell University grad-
uate, he lives much of the
year in Grand Bahama
Island, where he supports

schools and other endeav-
ors. He is a founder of
SkiView USA, TargetMedia
International and a past
president of Bristol
Mountain Enterprises.

Hobbies and
interests
Spearfishing

In his own
words
He wants to fulfill many
more goals, he said, in his
mission to “bring joy to
people.”

— JULIE SHERWOOD

New flicks
are out

At theaters this week are
two PG-13 movies:
“Takers,” starring Chris
Brown, T.I., Idris Elba,
Hayden Christensen and
Matt Dillon; and “The Last
Exorcism,” a horror movie
you've undoubtedly seen
TV commercials for.
Neither appear very fami-
ly-friendly, but if the adults
want to get out for a night
on the town, check out
these flicks.

Helping kids is this
executive’s mission in life

A path to worker success
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Dan Fuller, owner of Roseland Waterpark, talks to young adults who
took part in a Workforce Investment Board program and earned
their general educational development diplomas. As part of that
celebration, he invited the grads to spend a day at the park.
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Pat Gopen, youth systems
coordinator at the Finger Lakes
Workforce Investment Board,
serves cake to Alyssa.
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Alyssa Rondon of Geneva hangs out with Finger Lakes Workforce Investment Board One-Stop
Councilor Lindsay Harris (left) and Nathalie Sigler (right) as she has cake at Roseland Waterpark.

About Joseph
HOMETOWN South
Bristol and Grand
Bahama Island  
OCCUPATION
Sales/marketing execu-
tive 
FAMILY Parents Joe
and Billie Kohler
AGE 60 

W HITE’S
FARM MARKET

Bloomfield • 2180 Rt. 64 North (585) 657-7656
(3 mi. N. of Bloomfield, 5 mi S. of Mendon) • Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-7pm; Sat. & Sun. 9am-6pm

Benefits The Farm Aid
• 6 Bands Playing!
 (Featuring Our Own Steve Gretz)
• Chicken & Rib BBQ
• Peach Blueberry Dessert
• Hay Rides Blo

(3 m

zz)))

Home Grown Corn &Home Grown Corn &
Fresh Peaches! Fresh Peaches!

Corn FestivalCorn Festival Aug. 29th
12 Until

Program targets young in need of education, training
Photographs taken in
Wayne County between
May 1 and Sept. 30 of
this year are eligible for
the Images of Wayne
County, NY photo con-
test and exhibit. (Above
is last year’s first-place
photo in the youth cate-
gory, entered by Ashley
Lange.) All entries must
be delivered to the
Wayne County Council
for the Arts, 108 W.
Miller St., Newark,
between 1 and 4 p.m.
Oct. 1 and 2; the exhibit
will be on display Oct. 7-
29 at the council. Find
an entry form and more
information at
www.wayne-arts.com.

      


